[image: image1.png]jews making a difference




GIFT - YEAR SUMMARY 2009

GIFT Distribution Centre

GIFT now has its own premises. Since June, the 15,000 sq ft distribution centre in the heart of Golders Green houses GIFT’s ever-expanding activities. A group of talented Hasmonean sixth formers decorated the walls of the warehouse with sayings; social action verses from the scriptures and GIFT logos. A huge sign with our logo and description of what we do was donated.

· On 28th June GIFT volunteers and supporters inaugurated the new premises. The Distribution Centre is a huge development for GIFT and enables us to increase our activities and hold regular packathons, with unlimited amounts of food and toys.
· Furniture Gemach – between July and December, GIFT ran a furniture Gemach, accepting unwanted furniture and redistributing it to those in need. GIFT delivered beds, dining room tables and bookshelves to six families in need.

Food Distribution

BREAD & FOOD
· Each month, 120 volunteers help to distribute to the needy 8,000 loaves of bread/challot/rolls/cakes.
· Surplus bread/challot/rolls/cakes are collected by GIFT volunteers regularly from 10 local bakeries.

· Beneficiaries include 150 local needy families from Hendon, Golders Green, Edgware, Elstree, Mill Hill, Belmont, Cockfosters, Friern Barnet, Stanmore, Finchley, Bushey & Stamford Hill; 130 residents at JBD in four London locations; Norwood residential homes, Harmony Close (sheltered accommodation), Jewish Women’s Refuge and homeless shelters around London.

· 120 families received food via GIFT from shops, restaurants, distributers, caterers, school events, private functions and Shul Kiddushim on average six times a week.

· Surplus food is regularly given to sheltered accommodation, Yeshivot and schools.
· 25 new recipient families were recently referred to GIFT by Norwood.
· Mishloach Manot Appeal – In GIFT’s annual post-Purim food appeal, 500 people dropped off their surplus Mishloach Manot, thinking of others and giving it forward to families in need and organisations. Over £10,000 worth of food was collected, sorted and packed up by 200 dedicated volunteers. Assortments of wine, drinks, cakes, dry food, tins, dry fruit, nuts, crisps, chocolate and fruit were packed up and delivered to over 100 families and a number of organisations in the UK and abroad, including orphanages and schools in Kiev, Odessa, Moscow and Pinsk.
· Lechem Oni Appeal – 500 members of the community brought bags and boxes filled with cereal, crackers, pasta, flour, cakes, biscuits, wine, etc to our drop off point in Hendon. Over 5,000kg of food and wine worth £10,000 was collected on this one day alone.  60 young volunteers helped sort, pack and stack 250 boxes. GIFT stored the food and sold it through the London Beth Din. GIFT distributed the boxes after Pesach to local needy families as well as financially disadvantaged Jewish communities abroad.
· In June, distributors donated £3,000 worth of meat and salad dips which we forwarded on to families.
GIFT BOX 

· On average, each box is still filling up weekly with 50 items of food weighing 15kg, at an estimated value of £75 per box. The Boxes continue to be emptied regularly by volunteers from Hasmonean Boys’ School and this year produced over 70,000 items of food, worth £120,000. The food is all collected and distributed by volunteers.
· In April, GIFT set out 20 PESACH GIFT BOXES two weeks prior to Pesach so that families could benefit from the food collected. In addition, North West Jewish Day School organised a collection of food for Pesach in conjunction with GIFT. In total, 200 boxes of Kosher Le-Pesach food were distributed to local needy families.
· 15th November was Mitzvah Day – GIFT dispatched 50 volunteers throughout the day to 10 shops around London, encouraging customers to buy food for the GIFT BOX. 5,000 people donated a tonne of food worth £3,000 which was collected and distributed by GIFT’s ever-expanding network of volunteers to beneficiaries including local families in need, Jewish Women’s Aid, the asylum-seeker drop-in centre, homeless shelters and other local charities.
Dry Food & Toiletries
In addition to GIFT BOX items, this year over 20,000 items of dry food and toiletries worth £40,000 have been donated to GIFT for families in need by mysupermarket.co.uk. Over 100 volunteers were involved in the collecting, packing and distribution which, together with food from the GIFT BOX and surplus food in the community, have gone to help more than 1,000 people each week. 
Fresh Vegetables
GIFT joined forces with a supermarket distributer of fresh vegetables. This year, GIFT has distributed many tonnes of vegetables, worth £75,000. Tikun volunteers join together with GIFT in regular bi-monthly packathons of food and vegetables.
Helping Hand

· 40 volunteers are involved every week/fortnight visiting and befriending the elderly and disabled, keeping them company, taking them shopping or on days out and cooking with/for them, taking elderly people for hospital appointments, and Shabbat cooking help for large families.

· GIFT volunteers continue to visit Jewish Care homes e.g. Ella Ridley Jacobs and Sage on a regular basis.

· 20 GIFT volunteers currently help with Norwood Outing Groups – Norwood 25 and Ohr HaYeled.
· Every month, GIFT sends volunteers to a local drop-in centre for destitute refugees and asylum seekers. 50 GIFT volunteers have given their time to help with this initiative. GIFT’s volunteers bring boxes of dry food, clothes and toiletries, help to serve hot meals, sort and distribute clothes, play games or paint with children and chat to the asylum seekers.
· 10 new GIFT volunteers will be using their volunteering as modules towards their bronze and gold Duke of Edinburgh Awards. GIFT actively supports, trains and monitors their progress for their awards; this means that 45 school pupils are now helping families in need through GIFT. The volunteers help these families with children’s homework and supper time. This is a fantastic way to build up their confidence, experience different family dynamics and also complete their Duke of Edinburgh awards.
· GIFT sent four boys to London Jewish Family Centre to play pool with special needs kids who don’t usually get the opportunity to socialise with others.

· GIFT continues to receive regular referrals from Association of Jewish Refugees, Jewish Care and Norwood, as well as from families needing extra support for elderly relatives.

Social Action in schools

GIFT promotes ‘giving’ in schools by getting the students involved with volunteering projects. Social Action consists of making young people responsible for the society around them. 
· JFS – GIFT spoke to 50 pupils about fundraising ideas they could initiate in their school for different charities of their choice. Furthermore, GIFT was invited into JFS this year to find individual placements for pupils. 180 pupils were interviewed one on one. As a result of this, over ten percent of pupils interviewed are already volunteering regularly through GIFT.

· Immanuel College – 27 pupils commenced their weekly social action placements arranged by GIFT at Little Dean Nursing Home, Sydmar Lodge, Kisharon and Independent Jewish Day School where they helped pupils with their Hebrew and English reading, as well as visiting the elderly, reading to them, chatting and assisting with meal times.

· Hasmonean Girls School – a group of 20 volunteers visited a local old age home in June to cheer them up, with the theme being beauty. A group of volunteers also visited an old age home for Tu BiShvat, purchasing 40 flower pots for the delighted residents.

· Independent Jewish Day SchooI – on Chanukah, GIFT arranged an old age home visit for the girls from Year 6. The children made Chanukah cards for the residents, chatted, sang and danced with them.

· Noam and North West Jewish primary schools – 50 bunches of flowers were collected by the pupils for us to give to poor families before Shavuot.
· Tu BiShvat – 1,500 children from 10 London Jewish primary and secondary schools, nurseries and cheders took part in GIFT’s Tu BiShvat initiative aimed at making a difference and helping families in need over the festival.  Each child was asked to bring one fruit in to school. Classes then made up fruit baskets which were distributed by tens of volunteers in time for Tu BiShvat. Over 100 baskets of fruit were then distributed within the community. Schools participating in this initiative included Beis Yaakov primary and secondary schools, Hasmonean, Hertsmere, Yavneh College, Independent Jewish Day School, Danescroft Nursery, New North London and South Hampstead cheders.
GIFT It Forward

GIFT It Forward is a project that encourages children of all ages to ‘give forward’ one of their presents to another child who otherwise wouldn’t experience the joy of receiving (- orphans, needy families etc). GIFT makes this dream a reality by presenting in school assemblies and classrooms and imparts the importance of ‘giving’ from a young age. GIFT enlightens the young people by showing an introductory DVD about GIFT and empowers them to give by showing the end result, which is happy less-privileged children in another part of the world.

· In 2009, 3,000 children participated in GIFT It Forward, launched in Beis Yaakov primary school (300), Edgware Jewish primary (40), Hasmonean boys (60) and girls (30) Years 7 and 8, Hasmonean primary (265), Hertsmere Jewish primary (300), Immanuel College (40), Ilford Jewish primary (2 classes, 50 pupils), Independent (225), Mathilda Marks (200), Menorah Foundation (2 classes, 60 pupils), North West primary (180), Sinai (670), Kerem (50), Morasha (33), Naima (200), Nancy Ruben (200), Muswell Hill cheder (15) and South Hampstead cheder (40). GIFT awarded certificates and medals.
· 2,000 toys that were donated to GIFT were sent to Israel, to orphanages and families in need in Jerusalem and Sderot.
· GIFT Toy Box – In August, over 100 toys were taken by GIFT to Israel to the Emunah Children’s Home in Pardes Chana. GIFT representatives visited the orphanage, met the children and the staff and handed out the presents. The children were absolutely delighted with their gifts and couldn’t thank us enough. A second shipment of a further 200 toys from the GIFT It Forward initiative is currently on its way to the Pardes Chana orphanage.

· This year, in time for Chanukah, GIFT partnered with the Israeli charity AMIT to launch a joint toy and stationery appeal. 17 schools participated in the AMIT/ GIFT Chanukah collection. Toys R Us, Tesco Brent Cross, Paper Plus, Good For You (Edgware and Hendon) and Poundstretcher all participated in toy and stationery collections. In total, more than 700 items of toys and stationery were collected with the help of 30 volunteers at the collection sites, from school collections and surplus toys donated to GIFT from Camp Simcha’s toy appeal. Over 100 toys were distributed to local children in need in time for Chanukah, another 100 were sent to an orphanage in Hadera, Israel and the other items will be donated to AMIT’s orphanages around Israel.

Giving

· The GIFT Badge – this is an idea initiated by the Hasmonean School Tzedakah Committee.  The idea is to encourage as many people as possible to GIVE some charity by buying a GIFT badge for £2 in school or £5 out of school, and to nurture a sense of responsible thought and consideration as to which charities to GIVE to. On purchase of a GIFT BADGE, the purchaser can then choose to which charity each £1 of their money goes.

· The GIFT Raffle – five lucky winners benefited from donated prizes, as over £7,000 was raised through the GIFT raffle for 35 different charities, including Camp Simcha, Laniado Hospital, Lev Lalev Children’s Home, MacMillan Nurses and the Mumbai orphans.
· Marathon – volunteer Leora Frei raised £1,000 for GIFT by running a ½ marathon. 
· In December, GIFT held a fundraising women’s Open Mic and Karaoke evening. This proved to be a lot of fun, was very much enjoyed by the women attending and raised over £300 for charity.

· Applying to Foundations – GIFT was successful in receiving a grant from the Wohl Foundation. GIFT is also through to the second round of the Lottery funding. 
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